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METHAMPHETAMINE — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 

716. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to recent drug raids across Perth that resulted in the seizure of more than 30 kilograms of methamphetamine. 

(1) Can the minister advise the house of the scale of the meth scourge facing our state? 

(2) How is the McGowan government addressing the issue? 

(3) Can the minister outline how it compares with the incapability of the previous Liberal–National 
government to deal with the issue? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the member for Balcatta for his excellent question. He, like people on this side of the house, knows 

what a scourge meth is in the community and the impact it has on families throughout Western Australia. 
The fact of the matter is that the statistics on meth in Western Australia are both shocking and compelling. 
The “National Drug Strategy Household Survey 2016” shows that individuals in Western Australia are 
more likely to use methamphetamine than individuals in any other jurisdiction. The stories behind those 
statistics are even more alarming. Members opposite left behind a meth epidemic. This insidious problem 
grew under their watch. They failed to help families and the community facing meth. When they finally 
did something, they did too little too late, with police funding only provided to 30 June 2017. In stark 
contrast, the McGowan Labor government is delivering on its election promises. It is delivering on its 
meth action plan. Drug traffickers now face life imprisonment and unlimited fines. We have injected 
$83.5 million to deliver 100 additional police officers, 20 additional police intelligence staff and other 
equipment for the meth border force to target meth dealers and criminal syndicates trafficking meth. 

On Monday, 13 November, WA Police Force detectives made some very significant drug arrests and 
seized around 32 kilograms of methamphetamine in an investigation spanning suburbs including 
City Beach, West Leederville, Gnangara, Applecross, Madeley, Dayton and Ascot. Police also seized 
cocaine, MDMA, firearms and ammunition, and over $800 000 in cash. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The member for Dawesville might like to interject and make light of this, but this is very 
good police work. This is a significant amount of drugs taken out of our community and the people who have been 
arrested will have to face court and the consequences of their actions of trafficking drugs in our state. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: This is an incredibly successful operation by the West Australia Police Force. It has 
prevented over 320 000 hits in this state. I congratulate WA Police Force. I am delighted that they are targeting 
meth as they are and targeting other drugs. I commend the police officers involved for these seizures. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Give them a pay rise. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: This is part of the McGowan government’s meth action plan, because it takes this issue 
seriously. We support our police with the equipment they need to do the job. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: You just don’t pay them. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: That is an inane interjection from the member for Scarborough. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Her government created the huge financial black hole that the whole state — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The whole state and every Western Australian has accumulated the most phenomenal debt 
because of the previous government’s financial mismanagement. 

Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members for South Perth, I am not interested. 
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Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The police budget itself has a financial cliff built into it that starts midyear next year, 
courtesy of the member for Scarborough and her government and their total wrecking of the Western Australian 
economy. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe, please; you have had your headline today! 
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